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The Yangtze River was closed in November 2002
to start the final stage of the Three Gorges Project.
A few weeks earlier, 130 participants of the
“Yangtze Conference of Fluids and Interfaces”
cruised through the Three Gorges and caught the
last glimpses of the natural scenery before the
scheduled rise of the water level to 135m in 2003.
After one and a half days of sessions in Nanjing,
the conference participants flew together to Wuhan
on October 14 and took a 4-h bus to board
Splendid China. They then sailed upstream through
the gorges and arrived at Chongqging on October
18. To many of the scientists from 18 countries,
this was the most eventful, historical and
adventurous international meeting they had
experienced. Listening to the talks by the cruising
window, I never found science so poetic. Col-
leagues showed devotion to science, persisting to
the end of midnight sessions. Inspiration arose;
new bonds formed; and good memories remained.

In three parts, this Special Issue of Molecular
Simulation documents much of the science dis-
cussed during the Yangtze Conference. The 47
refereed papers were grouped according to the
sessions in which they were presented at the
conference. Part One is composed of the Taylor
and Francis Lecture by Stuart Rice and the
sessions on “Phase Transitions”, “Complex Fluids”
and “Nanostructures and Nanomaterials”. Part
Two collects contributions from the sessions on
“Soft Matter” and “Fluid-Fluid Interfaces”. Part
Three contains papers on “Solid Interfaces”, “Ion
Channels” and “Non-equilibrium, Kinetics, and
Transport Phenomena”. Papers from the general
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poster session were distributed into the most
appropriate groupings. In line with the scope of
the journal, experimental papers were solicited in
addition to theoretical and simulation papers.
Most of the papers were collected prior to the
conference and about one fifth of the refereeing
was completed during the conference. I would like
to thank all the reviewers, especially those not
attending the conference, for their professional
input.

Conceived by Douglas Henderson, the confer-
ence was organized by Doug, Greg Voth, Xiao-hau
Lu and Kwong-Yu Chan. Financial support was
received from a number of sources. The list
includes the Henry Eyring Center of Theoretical
Chemistry of University of Utah, China National
Natural Science Foundation, US National Science
Foundation, US Office of Naval Research, David
M. Kennedy Center for International Studies,
Taylor and Francis, Jiangsu Association for
Science and Technology, and Nanjing Ideas Soft-
ware Co. Details of the conference including
photographs, of which Fig. 1 is an example, and
the full program are available from the website
http: //chem.hku.hk/ ~ yangtze.

The conference was organized to promote inter-
national exchanges in science and otherwise.
In response to the call for proceeding papers, there
were enthusiastic contributions from the host nation,
and from other internationally renowned scholars.
The three parts of this special issue, hopefully as
gorgeous as the Three Gorges, will reinforce the
objectives of the conference and those of the journal

(Fig. 1).
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